Dear Parents,
We consider it a blessing and privilege to have the opportunity to welcome your
camper(s) to Gilmont Summer Camp 2017! We look forward to time of fun and
spiritual growth as we learn not only new skills, but how to make choices, how to
follow through with those choices, and how to participate effectively as a team
member.
It is our desire to communicate effectively with all of our families in an effort to
manage your expectations, answer your questions, and provide you with peace of
mind, knowing that your child is in great hands at Gilmont. Within this packet, you
will find some great information to help make sure you and your family get the best
experience while working with Gilmont.
Please read the information carefully. Once you have had a chance to review the
materials, please do not hesitate to contact us at 903-797-6400 with any additional
questions or concern you might have.
Thank you again for selecting Gilmont for your child’s camp experience. We are
looking forward to a terrific summer. We thank God for this place and work hard to
nurture an environment where children can relax, have fun, build life-long
relationships, and most importantly, learn how to be the full expression of what God
has created them to be!

Alicia Nelson
Summer Camp Director

www.gilmont.org Click CAMP
alicia@gilmont.org
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Check out the following links on our website at www.gilmont.org, CAMPS:

•

Dates & Prices

•

Safety

•

Theme

•

Media Orders

•

Camp Outcomes

•

Typical Day

•

What to Bring

•

Activities

•

Spiritual Impact

•

Staff

•

FAQS

•

Facilities
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Camp is a place where young people can be themselves!
To promote and protect an atmosphere of inclusivity for all campers there are expectations that all
campers and staff must meet. All members of the camp community are expected to treat one another
as a child of God; with respect, honesty, dignity, and care. Disrespectful behavior, constant
disobedience, or refusal to carry out instructions will result in disciplinary actions. We believe that
discipline is a means of teaching about choices. Our approach to discipline is grounded in our belief
that we are all children of God, living by grace, and growing in patience, tolerance, peace, and justice.
To help a camper grow in self discipline, Gilmont staff may use the following:
A glance from the counselor
A quiet word with the camper
Time out
Removal of privileges
If none of these measures are effective the following steps are taken:
Summer Camp Director is informed. (Removal from the group for a time period).
If behavior continues, a call will be made to the parent / guardian.
If after these steps no improvement is demonstrated, the camper may be sent home.
We care deeply about safety and the quality of your child’s experience. During registration,
campers sign a Covenant of Conduct. We take this Covenant of Conduct seriously, set our
expectations high, and require that each camper contributes to the success of the week we spend
in community.

Here at Gilmont, camp isn't just about the fun
activities. Our counselors are passionate about Jesus
Christ, and want to share the love of Christ with every
camper! Our goal is that all campers will grow deeper
in their relationship with Jesus each week through
Bible Studies, Hang Times, and activities throughout
the day. Our biggest desire is that God would truly
transform the lives of everyone at camp.
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Camp lasts only one week―but what campers take home can last a lifetime. This summer, remind
your campers that they can take that camp-feeling with them everywhere they go because they are
connected to one another and to God by Christ. The Bible stories in Branching Out encourage campers to use prayer, relationships, family, and more to stay connected throughout their lives.
Each day, campers will learn to Branch Out:
Day 1: The Place Where We Camp (Joshua 4:1-9, John 15)
Day 2: I Am the Vine (1 Corinthians 11:23b-26

Day 3: Love One Another (John 8:2-11)
Day 4: I Choose You (Luke 15:11-32)
Day 5: I Have Spoken to You (1 Kings 19:11-13)
Day 6: Abide with Me (Luke 24:13-35)
Day 7: I Abide in You (Romans 8:35, 37-39)










Complete the ONLINE forms – check your child’s Dashboard online and any Red forms are
incomplete. Completed forms will appear Green. (Note: no shot records required this year).
Review packing list, in this document.
Arrange for letters or care packages to be sent to your camper (most campers will receive mail,
or email). Consider bringing a note for each day with the camper’s name and day of the week
on each envelope.
Pay balance for camp in full by the first day of camp.
Make decisions about purchasing DVD, cabin, and group pictures. (Please bring check or cash to
registration).
Remember to carry an ID during drop off and pick up of your camper.
And, as always, if you have any questions or concerns that are not addressed in this packet,
please feel free to call the office at 903-797-6400.
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As you prepare for Gilmont Summer Camp, we have provided an extensive list of
items you will need to pack for your camper. This includes “What to Bring” and
“What NOT to bring”. Before we jump into packing, we wanted to share a few tips.

Helpful Hints
•

Please pack using a large suitcase or trunk.

•

Don’t buy a lot of new clothing - this is camp, and we will most likely get wet and dirty!

•

Use ziplock bags to waterproof items

•

Don’t send anything that you consider irreplaceable

•

Clearly and boldly label ALL of your child’s belongings

•

Strapless clothing, mini-skirts, or t-shirts with large cut outs are not allowed - More about
Dress Code on Page 7.

•

All shorts must be a modest length.

REQUIRED:
 Water bottle
 Blue jeans/long pants
 Shorts (modest length please)
 Raincoat/poncho
 Tennis shoes (2 pair)
Sandals are ok, with heel strap required
 Pair of clothes to get dirty
 Baseball cap/hat
 Bible/journal/pens
 Socks
 Lightweight jacket/fleece
 Swimsuit (girls one piece/ guys trunks with
drawstrings—see page 7)
 Twin bed sheets/blanket (most comfortable
in the cabin)
 Sleeping bag or bed roll (need for campout,
may also use in cabin)
 Insect repellant

Pillow & pillow case
 Towels (shower & beach)
 Toiletries (shampoo, toothbrush, toothpaste)
 Non-white t-shirt to wear over swimming suit while swimming


OPTIONAL EXTRAS:
 Disposable camera
 Sunscreen
 Wash cloth
 Flashlight
 Laundry bag
 Cap or visor
 Flip flops for SHOWER ONLY
 Stationary/stamps (Pre-addressed
please)
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Any electronic device that can access the internet breeches our security policy. If discovered by a staff
member, it will be collected and stored until the end of the camper’s session. In addition Gilmont
cannot be responsible for lost of broken articles. Please do not bring anything that would break easily
or cause loss if misplaced.
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Any web-enabled devices
Computers
Money
Alcohol
Tobacco products
Pets
Personal sports equipment
Cell Phones *
iPads/Tablets

•
•
•
•
•
•

Chewing gum
Handheld video game systems
Illegal drugs
Weapons
Fireworks
MP3 Players

* Cell phone or I-devices will not be a resource
for taking pictures

Check-in begins each session at 3:30 p.m. on Sunday afternoon. Feel free to arrive a little early but please keep
in mind that camper check-in will not begin until 3:30 p.m. Please do not claim any bunk or move any of your
camper’s items into a cabin until you fully go through the registration process. We appreciate your cooperation
and look forward to your arrival. Here are a few things to remember concerning your arrival to camp:
•
•
•
•
•

•

Registration is located at Mackey Hall. When you arrive at Gilmont the road will split please stay to the right.
Cabin assignments will be given out during the registration process.
All camper medicine must be turned into the Camp Nurse at registration.
There will be a screening for head lice. Please check your child before leaving for camp.
During Registration, you will:
1) confirm your child’s emergency contacts
2) turn in your Dismissal Form for camper pick up
3) be given opportunity to purchase DVDs and group pics (check or cash payments only)
4) meet the nurse, turn in medications and participate in health screening
5) meet key camp leadership
You must check in at Mackey Hall before proceeding to the cabins.
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Over the past few summers, the standard of clothing at Gilmont has been a source of tension,
especially among female campers. Please understand that Gilmont is committed to protecting the
innocence of your child in the midst of a camp setting. With this in mind, we will ask campers who are
inappropriately dressed (rolled up shorts, short shorts, shorts with lettering on the seat, tight pants,
extremely tight or revealing T-shirts, shirts revealing the midriff, spaghetti strapped or strapless shirts
and dresses, etc.) to change their clothes.
For sun protection and modesty, all male and female campers will be required to wear a colored tshirt during swim time. All campers and staff must wear colored T-shirts that fully covers torso in and
out of the water. Males must wear swim trunks with a workable draw string; no skin tight swim
briefs. Swimming in see-through clothing or in underwear is not allowed.
We appreciate your sensitivity with this subject matter, as it is our goal to create the best camp
environment possible.

Camper Check In (All times are Central Daylight Time) Check-in begins at 3:30 p.m. at Mackey Hall and is
complete at 5:30 p.m., Sunday afternoon. Mini Campers arrive at 3:30 on Wednesday.
Camper Pick Up Camp Closing Ceremony begins at 10:00 a.m. on Saturday. If you see your child, please
smile and wave as you make your way to the Crain Center for the Closing Ceremony. This ceremony is
designed for you and your family to see and hear all the things that happened while your child was at
camp, and will run between 30-45 minutes in length. A video of your child’s week at camp will also be
shown. We hope you will attend! Note, campers will be released with their luggage after confirming an
authorized adult’s name on the Dismissal Form. A driver’s license is required for proper identification.

Stay connected during camp week (and all year long!)
Like and follow us on Facebook to stay up-to-date with pictures, videos, blogs, and more!
Please visit www.gilmont.org and see what is offered year-round at Gilmont. Please share Gilmont with
others as a destination for retreats, meetings, trainings and gatherings.
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Sending Campers Mail and Email
Campers are able to receive both mail and email during their week at camp. Each day the camp
email will be checked at 10:00 a.m., then given after lunch along with snail mail, as they go to
their cabins for some down time (F.O.B.). If you are going to send your camper a package, please
do not send candy and other snacks. Also please do not send anything that will cause distraction
for your campers or their friends while at camp. A little something for everyone in the cabin is a
good gift - 20 campers max. We do accept mail at registration and will see that each days mail
gets delivered. Please mark somewhere on the letter which day they are to be delivered.

Email Guidelines
Send camper email to gilmontcampmail@gmail.com.
Please note your Camper’s Name and Cabin in the Subject of the Email.
One line messages will not be delivered. Please send meaningful correspondence.
Please send emails that are uplifting, encouraging & beneficial to your child’s camping experience.
Please do not send pictures as part of any emails.

Emails will be printed out each day at 10:00 a.m. Any emails received after 10:00 a.m. will be
printed the following day.

Phones at Camp
CELL PHONES ARE NOT ALLOWED AT CAMP GILMONT. Cell phones can easily become a
distraction and therefore, should be left at home. If a camper accidentally brings a phone, it will
be stored in the camp office and returned on the final day of camp. We believe that camper will
benefit from spending time away from texting, phoning and constant connection. These things
will be replaced with meaningful time spent with God, their camp friends, and camp staff.
Please trust that if there is a legitimate need for your camper to call home they will be allowed to
use a camp phone. If you have an emergency or message that needs to get to your camper,
please call the Camp Office during the day at 903-797-6400.

Emergency Communication
In the event of an after-hours emergency, you may reach the Executive Director at 903-841-8982.
In the event of a camp emergency, where we need to communicate to a large group of parents at
one time, we will provide information as we are able by sending an email to the email contacts for
your child.
.
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Leaving at an Alternate Time
In the event your camper needs to leave camp for any reason, please call the office in advance so we
can have your camper ready for your arrival. You will need to sign out and leave information about
your return time. Please sign in when you return. If your camper will not be returning to camp please
let us know when you talk with us so that your camper may have all of their belongings packed and
ready. Campers leaving early will receive their pictures and DVD by mail after all summer camps end.
Check out Saturday
Camp closing begins at 10:00 a.m. on Saturday and usually runs anywhere from 45-60 minutes.
During the closing you will learn all the different things that your camper did while at Gilmont. After
closing, the GILMONT GIFT SHOP will be open for you to purchase souvenirs and snacks.
If you are not picking up your child please contact the office or let us know at registration. This is in
the best interest of our campers and their safety.
You must sign your camper out at the Pavilion at the end of the closing ceremony. Each cabin will
have a designated area for their items.
Please do not leave until you have signed your camper out and have gathered all their personal
belongings from the Pavilion. Each parent/guardian who brings the child to camp will fill out
(or have completed) a signed Dismissal Form. This form lists authorized persons to pick up your
child and will be used during camper checkout. Only Dismissal Forms collected during
registration will be accepted - no mid week faxes or emails accepted. NOTE, a photo id will be
required for the checkout process.
Lost and Found Items
Please be sure you have all of your camper’s belongings!!! All lost and found items will be kept at
camp for one month following the camp, and after that, will be donated to charity.
Locating Lost and Found Items
To inquire about Lost and Found items please email the camp office with information about your lost
item. We will do our best to locate your item and help make arrangements to have it returned.
Medications
Medications brought to camp must be in original container and marked with camper’s name,
medication name, dosage, and if prescription, doctor’s name. Please send only the amount of
medicine needed while at camp. If an epi pen is required for severe allergic reaction, it must be
included with medications. Epi pen and asthma inhalers are allowed to be carried on their person or
in their counselor’s backpack, but should first be presented to the Nurse. To expedite the process and
avoid confusion, medications should be packaged together and given to the Camp Nurse upon arrival
at camp.
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You can make a difference!
Gilmont changes lives for the good! It is the partnership of individuals, congregations, and other
groups that sustain the ministry. Here are some ways YOU can make a difference:


Share the story of Gilmont with others from your church, friends, and family.



Donate annually and include a legacy gift to Gilmont in your estate planning.



Ask your church to support Gilmont through the mission budget.



Include Gilmont’s board, staff, volunteers, participants, and campers in on-going prayers.



Volunteer as an individual or as part of a group.



Include an additional charitable contribution along with your registration.

Volunteering FROG—FRiend of Gilmont
Individuals and groups make a huge difference in the program and facilities of Gilmont by giving
their time, energy, and effort. From general maintenance to helping assist in programs, there are a
variety of projects and opportunities available depending on your interest and skills. Contact our
office if you are interested in volunteering.

Camp in a Box Initiative
Purpose: To engage families of current campers to invite friends and family to their house and promote
Gilmont Summer Camps.
Camp Promotional Video
Promo Video
Counselors teaching energizers
Counselors teaching the Arts & Crafts
Camp Promotional Literature
Brochure
Flyers
Parent Packet
Volunteers to Help Support the Day
Supply list or supplies included
How do you benefit from hosting a “Camp in a Box” party?
IF you can get 5 people that have never been to summer camps at Gilmont to register your camper is free.
10 people = 2 campers free
A fun filled day for your family and friends with little work.
Why should you host one of these parties?
Helps spread the word about Gilmont to people outside of Gilmont’s normal circles.
If interested, contact Alicia at Alicia@gilmont.org

www.gilmont.org 903-797-6400 info@gilmont.org
Email your camper: gilmontcampmail@gmail.com
10

